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Art Unit: 1723 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1,2,4,5,13,14,19,20,22,23, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by newly cited Lizama et al patent 5,458,752. For independent claims 
1,13, and 30, Lizama et al introduces an aqueous, polar, extraction liquid into a fluid 
(organic liquid) having an unwanted liquid constitutent therein so as to form a physical 
emulsion comprising droplets under 10 microns in diameter that are dispersed or 
sustended in the fluid (column 5, lines 42-62); allows the droplets to interact by polar 
forces (the extraction liquid is water which is polar and immiscible with the organic 
liquid) to form microdroplets in a second process step/subjection to 2 nd transient high- 
intensity electric field (column 5, lines 62-66), and capture/separate the microdroplets 
(by actions of biocatalysts, adsoption and desorption processes at fluid interfaces and 
by removal of phases from different outlets of the reaction chamber (column 4, lines 63- 
67, column 5, lines 18-21 and column 6, lines 32-43) and coalesce the microdispersed 
into larger droplets (column 5, line 66). The amounts/volumes of both introduced 
extraction liquid and organic liquid are controlled by computer (column 6, lines 46-49). 
For independent claim 30, the larger coalesced droplets may also be captured and thus 
separated (column 6, lines 32-43). 

For recitations in dependent claims not covered in the preceding paragraph, 
Lizama also discloses removal and recovery of liquid, and liquid, acidic species (column 
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9, especially Table 2), introduction of liquids of varied types into plural inlets of the 
reaction and contact chamber (column 4, lines 10-41, column 5, lines 17-40 and column 
6, lines 46-48), downstream separators (figure 5 and corresponding text), co-current or 
counter-current flow (column 5, lines 5-12), outlets may be oriented vertically (figure 1) 
and/or horizontally (figure 4). 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosied or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. t 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
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not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 8-12,16,17,24-26 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lizama et al patent 5,458,752 (newly cited) in view of Bayley et al 
British Patent 1 ,443,704 of record. 

These claims all differ in requiring the steps of capturing and coalescing of 
microdroplets to include capturing with a porous medium, which may constitute a 
liquid/liquid separation device. However, Bayley teaches to capture, separate and 
coalesce droplets of a dispersed emulsion using such liquid/liquid, porous medium, 
comprising separation device (see especially page 1 , lines 30-93 etc.). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the Lizama process by 
utilizing the porous liquid/liquid separation device of Bayley in the process, so as to 
increase the capacity of the separator, increase the separation rate of the dispersion 
and increase the inventory of mixtures that can be processed while minimizing the 
required size of the processing system. Bayley is pertinent to separation processes 
involving dispersed phases containing small droplets (page 5, lines 84-105). 

For dependent claims rejected over the combination of Lizama and Bayley, 

» 

Bayley teaches the coalescing and separation medium being of varied orientations and 
labyrinth formations and configurations (page 3, lines 23-28 and lines 79-104, page 4, 
lines 70-83). The medium may be oriented vertically (figure 2) or horizontally when 
applied in a series of stages (page 5, lines 27-61). 
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ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

Claims 3,6,15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. These claims are all now distinguished in 
view of recitation of the liquid or fluid being processed comprising silicone fluid. 

Lizama et al and related Scott et al patent 5,358,614 are specific to processes 
concerning treating petroleum products with biocatalysts or removal of constituents from 
bulk organic liquids using biocatalysts, specifically. Hence, neither Lizama or Scott et 
al processes are amenable to treatment of silicone-containing fluid streams. 

The formerly applied teaching references pertaining to treatment of silicone 
streams do not suggest processes utilizing biocatalysts. The independent claims as 
now amended also all distinguish over Bayley et al in view of respective recitations of 
forming a plurality of extraction liquid droplets, already of the recited small size of being 
under 10 micron diameters, followed by forming of a plurality of microdroplets, before 
coalescing to form larger droplets. 

Claims 28-30,33 and 34 are now all distinguished over the prior art. . These 
claims are all now distinguished in view of recitation of the liquid or fluid being 
processed comprising silicone fluid. 

Lizama et al and related Scott et al patent 5,358,614 are specific to processes 
concerning treating petroleum products with biocatalysts or removal of constituents from 
bulk organic liquids using biocatalysts, specifically. Hence, neither Lizama or Scott et al 
processes are amenable to treatment of silicone-containing fluid streams. 
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The formerly applied teaching references pertaining to treatment of silicone 
streams do not suggest processes utilizing biocatalysts. The independent claims as 
now amended also all distinguish over Bayley et al in view of respective recitations of 
forming a plurality of extraction liquid droplets, already of the recited small size of being 
under 10 micron diameters, followed by forming of a plurality of microdroplets, before 
coalescing to form larger droplets. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Scott et al patent 5,358,614 is of record is similar in scope to 
Lizama et al pertaining to separating liquid phases by processes utilizing formation of 
microdroplets followed by coalescing, however more directly pertaining to bioconversion 
of constitutents from bulk organic liquids. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 ,2,4,5,8-14,16,17,19,20,22-27,30 
and 32 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Joseph Drodge at telephone number 
571-272-1 140. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Steve Griffin, can reached at 571-272-1 189. The fax 
phone number for the examining group where this application is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either private PAIR or Public 
PAIR, and through Private PAIR only for unpublished applications. For more 

* 

information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have any questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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